Cold War Lecture

I. End of WWII

a. Hitler commits suicide

b. Atomic bombs are dropped over Japan

c. Extent of Holocaust is realized

d. Establishment of UN 

e. Creation of Israel

II. The onset of Cold War-Soviets

a. Soviets invaded twice by Germany—no interest in Western imposed peace

b. Wanted friendly neighbors

c. Wanted to be recognized as a world power

d. Not interested in free trade

e. Soviets expanded influence into Asia, Middle East and Eastern Europe (East Germany)

III. U.S. government vs. Communism

a. Truman Doctrine—set forth Marshall Plan

b. Truman battles Dewey in 1948 election

i. Creation of Dixiecrats

ii. Strikes and unrest emerge across nation

iii. Dewey is a NY Gov

iv. Truman narrowly wins—creates “Fair Deal”

v. Truman supports unions, Civil Rights and New Deal Policy

vi. Congress-controlled by Republicans—passes Taft-Hartley Act, hurting unions

c. 1948 Marshall Plan-sent financial aid to non soviet European countries

d. George Kennan State Dept.—policy of containment

e. Berlin Airlift

f. Establishment of NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Org)to contain communism

IV. Korean War

a. Soviet North Korea invades S. Korea

b. UN—Americans intervene and save S. Korea

c. Wanted to halt Communist aggression

d. Fought N. Korea back above 38th parallel—then invaded N. Korea—things get dicey

e. Three years of fighting leads to increased military and 33,000 U.S. casualties and 120, 000 UN casualties in N.Korea

f. Also leads to “containment” military build ups in Asia and re-arming of West Germany, Italy and dictator led Spain

g. Hatred of Reds in U.S.

ACTIVITY

V. Red Scare

a. House Un American Activities Committee

b. FBI-J.Edgar Hoover

c. Alger Hiss convicted of Perjury

d. McCarran Security Act—forced Communists to register with attorney general

e. Ethel and Julius Rosenberg

f. Joe McCarthy—fake war record, red scare

VI. Domestic Issues

a. Integration of baseball in 1947

b. American GI Forum fought for Mexican American veterans rights

c. Court cases in Texas and California ruled that separate latino and white schools were unequal

